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Titus County Commissioners meeting 

March 25, 2013 

We wish that Commissioner Hockaday had put as much effort into explaining 
over 5,000 gallons of gas that is unaccounted for in Precinct 4 as he did in 
explaining the time line on evicting the elderly dog from the courthouse in a 
recent advertisement. We are in agreement with his statement that "county 
business is everyone's business", so today we are again asking for the truth 
about the disposition of almost $20,000 of gas that remains unaccounted for . 

Fuel logs and gas purchase invoices obtained through a Freedom of Information 
Request, show that from 2006-2011 approximately 20,300 gallons of gas was 
purchased by Commissioner Hockaday. The meter shows that approximately 
19,300 gallons was consumed, yet the log reflects only about 14,000 gallons. 
There was approximately 88 gallons of gas unaccounted for 59 out of 60 months 
in Precinct 4. The fuel logs and the yearly totals for the 5 year period are posted 
on our website mptxteapatriots.com and a copy has been submitted to the 
County Clerk today also. 

Commissioner Hockaday stated in his ad that some rushed to judgement without 
having all the facts on the issue of dogs in the courthouse. We have waited quite 
awhile to get the facts or any explanation for that matter on what happened to 
over 5,000 gallons of gas unaccounted for on his watch. What happend to 7 
months of fuel logs that are missi ng for fiscal 2011-2012 and why did the meter 
match the logs in May 2012 after we spoke with the county and a month before 
the meter was even replaced. 

The fuel log issue has been ignored and swept under the rug for almost a year 
now. It's time for a detailed explanation from Commissioner Hockaday about 
what happened to almost $20,000 of gas that remains totally unaccounted for 
and to answer the other questions surrounding this issue. The ad recently 
published offering his explanations about the elderly dog issue was titled "The 
Rest Of The Story". Commissioner Hockaday, we would like to hear the rest of 
the story about missing gasoline at your precinct barn. 

Barbara Bruechner 
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Dogs and Logs 

To the Editor: 

Instead of wasting time policing other elected officials and evicting elderty dogs from the courthouse, 
Commissioner Hockaday could better serve the taxpayers scrutinizing his own precinct business. Fuel logs 
obtained through freedom of information requests reveal that from 2006-2011, Precinct 4 had approximately 5,200 
gallons of gasoline unaccounted for. Fuel records that my husband and I reviewed last spring showed that during 
the 5 year period, an average of 88 gallons was unaccounted for 59 of 60 months. 

Although county officials were notified or our findings, plausible explanations haven't been forthcoming. Theories 
offered included employees not keeping good records, a malfunctioning fuel meter, etc. The perplexing part is 
that gas purchases matched the fuel meter but not the logs. Approximately 20,300 gallons of gas was purchased 
and the meter shows approximately 19,300 gallons consumed, yet logs reflect only about 14,000 gallons. 

There are more unanswered and troubling questions for Precinct 4. Did this Commissioner not review fuel logs 
before monthly submission? He's responsible for a half million dollar budget yearly, yet thousands of gallons of 
gas are unaccounted for at his precinct bam. Is he aware that the majority of purchases are for super unleaded 
grade gas? Why were 7 months of fuel loqs missing for 'fiscal year 2011-2012 when we requested them? Why did 
logs suddenly match the meter following our meeting with county officials in May 2012 when the meter wasn't 
replaced until June 2012. 

Precinct 4 has close to $20,000 of gasoline unaccounted for on Cornmissioner Hockaday's watch in logs looked 
at thus far. Frankly, [ believe all of us would prefer his energy be directed at personal accountability, cutting 
spending and other worthwhile ventures. Unfortunately, petty politics seems to be thri"';ng at the courthouse, 
supporting my theory that some of our Commissioners continue to be underworked and overpaid. 

Barbara Bruechner
 
Mt. Pleasant, Tx.
 

https:/Jrr.aiLgoogle.comImail/ulOf?ui=2&ik.=22ac3499bd&\iew=-pt&search"'sent&msg:;: 13d939fa14b48c31 


